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Washington, D C -- 15th District Congressman Kika de la Garza,
was today advised by Agriculture Secretary Dan Glickman that Karnes
County, as a result of a disaster declaration request made to the
Secretary, has been designated to receive such assistance as a
contiguous county.
Subsequent to the high winds and hail which occurred back in
mid-May in Wilson County, a request was made to the Secretary of
Agriculture for a disaster designation. Upon completing his review
of the Damage Assessment Report the Secretary determined that
farmers in Wilson County sustained sufficient production losses to
warrant a Secretarial disaster designation. He, therefore,
designated Wilson County as a primary disaster area.
In accordance with Section 321 (a) of the Consolidated Farm and
Rural Development Act, the following additional areas of Texas also
have been named as contiguous counties: Atascosa, Bexar, Gonzales,
Guadalupe, and Karnes.
Representative de la Garza said "this designation makes family
sized farm operators in both primary and contiguous counties
eligible to be considered for low interest emergency loans from the
Consolidated Farm Service Agency (CFSA) ." Each application will be
consolidated on its own merits, taking into account the extent of
losses, security available, repayment ability, and other
eligibility requirements. Local CFSA county offices can provide
affected farmers with further information and assist them in
completing applications for assistance.
"This assistance should prove beneficial to those affected by
the storm damage" Congressman de la Garza stated, adding "I'm glad
the request for a Secretarial disaster designation was received
favorably. "
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